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Introduction to Scholarly 
Communication



The scholarly communication system is bonkers …



Here ’s another way to look at it …



Authors ’ Rights
=

Copyright

What?

The exclusive right to:

● Reproduce,
● Perform,
● Prepare,
● Display, 
● Distribute, and
● Grant permission for others to use the work. 

When? 

As soon as the work is created in a material or 
persistent form



Copyright Transfer

Image: Sarah Wipperman, Villanova University, “Decoding and Negotiating Publisher Contracts, CC BY



Copyright transfer 
agreements have 
ensured publishers ’ 
ability to profit from 
scholarly works.



Enter Open Access





Importance of Open 
Access

Publishing open access allows for 
more retention of authors ’ rights



“Open ” is an ecosystem



Pathways to Open Access at 
CU Boulder



Two major pathways to OA
Green Open Access - Self-Archiving Gold Open Access - Journal Publishing



Open Access Self-Archiving



https://scholar.colorado.edu/



Disciplinary “Preprint ” Repositories

https://engrxiv.org/
https://arxiv.org/
https://www.techrxiv.org/


Look at…
Retained Rights

Permitted Uses

Or, Negotiate Rights



Versions of your work

Preprint

Version of manuscript 
that was submitted, but 
prior to peer-review 
changes

Publisher’s Version

Final, published 
version of the work, 
with publishers’ 
markings and 
formatting.

Postprint

Version of manuscript 
that includes 
peer-review changes, 
but is prior to 
publisher formatting/ 
designs/ logos, etc.



Open policy finder

https://openpolicyfinder.jisc.ac.uk/ 

Aggregates journal sharing policies from 
around the world.

Can tell you what version of your work 
you can share, and when and where you 
can share it.

https://openpolicyfinder.jisc.ac.uk/


Open Access Journal Publishing



If you’d like to make your work OA by publishing in a fully 
OA Journal, a great place to start is by searching DOAJ for a 
journal relevant to your work.

You can also use the search filters to browse for journals 
that don’t have fees, for journals that allow you to retain 
your author rights, and to browse by subject.

DOAJ

https://doaj.org/


CU Boulder has agreements with all of the following 
publishers:



How to make use of agreements
1. Use our OA Funding Recommender to identify publishers/journals covered

2. Make sure a CU Boulder author is corresponding author

3. Corresponding author should use their CU Boulder email, and if applicable, select 
their institution as CU Boulder

4. Some agreements are opt-in and some are opt-out, so make sure necessary 
selections are made

https://cuboulder.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_cZVcMVCz2AQJr6K


How the Libraries considers/negotiates agreements

● Costs and sustainability
● Publisher dedication to transitioning to fully OA models
● Author copyright retention - non-negotiable
● Impact to CU Boulder authors
● Timing 
● Collaboration with other campuses and university consortia
● Workflows and administrative burden
● We’d love to hear suggestions from you!



If none of our existing agreements work for 
you…



CRDDS support throughout the research lifecycle 

CU Scholar support:
cuscholaradmin@colorado.edu 

Contact me: 
melissa.cantrell@colorado.edu

Contact CRDDS for general 
support:
crdds@colorado.edu

Author’s rights/copyright:
copyright@colorado.edu 

mailto:cuscholaradmin@colorado.edu
mailto:melissa.cantrell@colorado.edu
mailto:crdds@colorado.edu
mailto:copyright@colorado.edu


THANK YOU!
Comments/Questions?
melissa.cantrell@colorado.edu  
emily.dommermuth@colorado.edu
copyright@colorado.edu
libraries@colorado.edu  
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