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I am not a lawyer and nothing in this presentation should be 
construed as legal advice.
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1. Understanding Authors’ Rights



What are some examples of things you might want to 
do with your article (or other type of work) after it is 
published?

And...why is this important?



Author’s Rights = Copyright                   
The exclusive right to:

● Reproduce the work
● Prepare derivative works
● Distribute copies 
● Display or Perform the 

work 
● Grant permission to 

others to use your work



About Your Copyright
BEGINS when you write it down or save it!

ENDS 70 years after you die….

MUST BE an Original Expression 

NOT Protected:  

Facts, data, laws

Ideas, concepts, principles, 
discoveries

Lists of ingredients or contents

Procedures and processes

Methods of operation and systems



Incentivise creative works 
Vs.

Advance culture through 
the creation of new works



1a. The Past



How copyright transfer works

Image: Sarah Wipperman, Villanova University, “Decoding and Negotiating Publisher Contracts, CC BY





1b. The Present





Learn about a journal’s publication agreements
Open Policy Finder
● Directory of publishers' policies on 

copyright and self-archiving. 
● Can help determine if a publisher or 

journal’s publication agreements are 
the right fit for you.

● Limited information about journals.
● May contain out-of-date info.
● Publisher Policy Icons Explanation

https://openpolicyfinder.jisc.ac.uk/
https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/about.html


Find an OA Journal
● White Lists

○ DOAJ (Directory of Open Access Journals)
○ COPE (Committee on Publication Ethics)
○ OASPA (Open Access Scholarly Publishers 

Association)
○ INSAP’s Journals Online
○ African Journals Online

● ThinkCheckSubmit.org
○ Check that your journal is legitimate and discoverable

● Consult with librarians at your campus

https://doaj.org/
https://publicationethics.org/members
https://oaspa.org/
https://oaspa.org/
https://www.inasp.info/project/journals-online-project
https://www.ajol.info/index.php/ajol
https://thinkchecksubmit.org/


CU Boulder Support for OA
● CU Scholar institutional repository
● General Open Access Fund
● Funding support through memberships and 

transformative agreements
● CU Boulder Open Journals
● Open Monograph Fund

https://scholar.colorado.edu/
https://libraries.colorado.edu/research/open-access/open-access-fund
https://libraries.colorado.edu/research-assistance/open-access/support-open-access
https://libraries.colorado.edu/research-assistance/open-access/support-open-access
https://journals.colorado.edu/
https://libraries.colorado.edu/research/open-access/cub-open-monograph-fund


Content Explosion
Replicability Crisis

Peer Review Crisis

AI 
Slop/Hallucination

Unsustainable 
funding structures

Breakdown of public trust





1c. The Future



Emerging Areas of the Scholarly Ecosystem

1. Community and Scholar-led Initiatives
a. ScholarLed, Redalyc, Copim

2. Open Infrastructure
a. Invest in Open Infrastructure (IOI), SciElo, Public Knowledge Project

3. Open Peer Review
a. PLOS, BioMed Central, BMJ, eLife, Royal Society Open Science

https://scholarled.org/
https://www.redalyc.org/
https://www.copim.ac.uk/
https://investinopen.org/
https://www.scielo.org/en/about-scielo
https://pkp.sfu.ca/


2.  Current Trends in Publishing



2a. Authors’ Rights and AI



Three Fronts of Copyright and AI

Ingestion (Fair Use)

Authorship (Originality)

Outputs
(Infringement)



Ingestion: (Mostly) a Victory for Fair Use

“Fair use is alive and well in the 
age of generative AI. Two 
opinions {...} make it undeniably 
clea that training generative AI 
models transforms the work they 
use, a vital component of fair use 
law.”

-Adam Eisgrau, Senior Director of AI, Creativity and 
Copyright Policy



Authorship:
Testing the Originality Doctrine



The box is “gorged 
on data but with no 
taste for meaning”

-Ryan Calo, co-founder of the University of 
Washington Tech Policy Lab and the Center for 

an Informed Public

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Washington
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Washington


Outputs:
Infringement and 

Substantial Similarity 



AI Implication for Peer Review 
and transparency in publishing

A crisis of peer review 
+ 

proliferation of generative AI
=

An opportunity?
OR

A breach of research integrity?



How would you feel if you found out tomorrow that AI 
had been used to peer review one of your papers?

A. Great! Most likely, AI only improved the critique of my work
B. Disappointed and distrustful of the review
C. My view wouldn’t change - peer review is an imperfect system and AI can’t 

hurt or help it
D. Other?



2a. The Rapidly Changing 
Funding Landscape



Background

Federal agencies, and an increasing number of private funders, 
require researchers to make their findings publicly accessible 
through:

● creating data management plans.
● depositing data in publicly accessible repositories.
● depositing articles to publicly accessible repositories.

New compliance rules indicate no embargo on public access to these



This requires authors’ rights retention.
Seems simple, but…
Wiley:

Springer:



In response to these aggressive 
publisher policies, NIH issued an RFI 

to seek feedback on limiting allowable 
publication costs



3.  Leveraging Authors’ Rights



Learn to read and 
negotiate a publishing 
agreement



3b. Activity





Copyright



Retained Rights



Permitted Uses



Thank you!
Comments? Questions?
Slides posted @ 
https://osf.io/uxndq/files/osfstorage   

General Questions:
crdds@colorado.edu 

Reach me directly
melissa.cantrell@colorado.edu 

https://osf.io/uxndq/files/osfstorage
mailto:crdds@colorado.edu
mailto:melissa.cantrell@colorado.edu

